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Early Learning Center 
Classes Begin  
September 6 and 7 
 
 
7-8-9 Confirmation Begins 
September 7 at 6:30 pm 
 
 
Children and Cherub Choirs 
Begin September 7 
 
 
WELCA Bible Study 
September 8 at 9:30 am 
 
 
Rally Day September 11 
Worship Services at 8:30 
and 10:30 am  
 
 
Adult Handbells Begin 
September 12  
 
 
Sunday School Begins 
September 18 at 9:35 am 
 
 
Adult Forum Begins 
September 18 at 9:40 am 
 

 
 



2  THE PHILIPPIAN   September 2016 

"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and 

mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even life itself, cannot be my 

disciple.  Whoever does not 

carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. For 

which of you, intending to 

build a tower, does not first 

sit down and estimate the 

cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?     

 
Discipleship is what today's passage from the Gospel 

according to Luke is all about. The discipleship - the 

following - that calls us to love God - to love Jesus - above 

all other things, -- to love God more than our mother and 

father, more than our wife and children, more than our 

brothers and sisters, more even than our own lives. 

 

The Jewish historian Josephus, who wrote his History of 

the Jewish people during the time that Rome ruled Israel - 

in the middle of the First Century - talks about the cross 

and what it was like in those days to walk the main road 

that led into Jerusalem.  He records how, along that road 

there would be - at times - as many as 2000 or 3000 

crosses lining the way - each with either a fresh victim of 

Pax Roma - the peace of Rome – nailed or tied to a cross 

- or the decaying and rotting body of an unfortunate one 

baking in the heat and causing a great stench to hang over 

the roadway.  

 

We can't really grasp what it must have been like to walk 

into the city beside a row of crosses with folks dying or 

rotting on them. Nor can we grasp the absolutely insanity 

that the words of Jesus must have conjured up for his 

prospective disciples - when he told them - a people who 

often said "cursed is the one who hangs on a tree" - that 

to be truly his they must "pick up their crosses" and follow 

him. 

 

It was the worst possible image that Jesus could have used 

if his whole intention was to get people to love Him - and 

to love God. Jesus uses graphic images today to remind us 

that God wants more from us than our eagerness to 

receive bread without cost and wine without price.  

 

Jesus uses words about hating all those we should love to 

shock us -Jesus uses words about taking up the cross to 

horrify us - and help wake us up to what is at stake:  to 

help us realize that for his followers there is more to 

loving God than simply feeling thankful to God, more to 

loving God than simply waiting for God to pour a handful 

of goodies into our laps. 

 

Jesus calls us to be disciples, to be followers - to be 

vessels able to receive his love - vessels able to hold his 

love and then to pour it out upon others. Jesus is telling us 

that being half-hearted is about as much good as having no 

heart at all.  Giving up some things, but not everything, to 

God - he tells us - can only earn us the ridicule of others. 

"Count the cost", he says in our reading today, "and pick 

up your cross and follow me." 

 

The one who talked about the cost of loving God not only 

shown us what true love is like when he died for us upon 

the cross - he also shown us what God's love for us is like 

when he was raised from the dead on the third day. 

 

God's intention and purpose is to have us become 

beautiful vessels - ones that can hold his love and pour his 

love out upon others.  God's intention is to make us like 

more like Christ in every way, every day, to make us ones 

who are a blessing to others - and who ourselves know 

the blessing, the presence, the peace, that only He can 

give. 

 

May we follow Jesus, not counting the cost as people of 

this world count the cost, but rather counting the cost as 

Jesus counted it - knowing that in Christ we can do all 

things for he loves us with a love that overcomes the 

world. 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Geier 
 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 
 

Merle and Eloise Arndtson on their 59th wedding 

anniversary September 22. 

Malcolm and Kelly Cox on their 15th wedding 

anniversary on September 1. 

Daniel and Chey Holm on their 15th wedding 

anniversary September 15. 

Raul and Ruth Jackson on their 52nd wedding 

anniversary on September 5. 

Clint and Tanya Thurmes on their 10th wedding 

anniversary on September 9. 

 

Sympathies to… 
 

Family of Phylliss Martindale as they mourn her death. 

Sharon Moody at the death of her father Orris Strum.  
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Thank You!   

The ELC Staff would like to thank Steve Wolverton and 

Denny Kohn for their time and talents making cubbies for 

us.  We greatly appreciate both of your hard work and 

effort with this project.  The cubbies are something the 

ELC has dreamed about for years.  Thanks again for make 

our dream a reality. 
 

Kim, Becky, Lorelei, Stacy and Kari 
 


 

Thank you for all the prayers and concern, cards and calls 

after my injury.  Thank you to the pastors for the prayer 

shawl and visit.   
 

Norm Holtorf 

 
Thank you to Pastor Geier for visiting us in our home.  

Hearing your prayers and concern meant so much to us. 
 

Thank you to the women of the church for making the 

beautiful prayer shawl.  I love it! 
 

We are so blessed to be a part of St. Philip’s.  Thank you 

to everyone for giving us such a warm welcome.  It’s been 

wonderful! 
 

Also, thank you to Glenda for her visit, the cookbook and 

banana bread.  We enjoyed it! 
 

God Bless You All, 

Jeanne and Jim Cowee 
 

 

THE ELC WELCOMES MISS KARI TO OUR 

STAFF!  Kari Vortherms has been 

the Assistant Teacher at Hope 

Preschool for the past 14 years. She 

has 20+ years in the Early 

Childhood field.  We are very 

excited to have Kari join our staff. 

 Please introduce yourself to Kari 

this fall. 
 

 

WALMART FOUNDATION RECOGNITION 

GRANT - A Walmart Foundation Recognition Grant of 

$250 puts the  2016 Plant and Garage Sale proceeds as 

the highest ever of its 12 sale history - $17,550. 
 

Bertrand Goderstad who volunteered his time significantly 

during the preparation and execution of the sale is a 

Walmart associate.  Bert applied for the grant from the 

program. Volunteerism Always Pay (VAP).  Thank you 

Bert for your service to the sale and for making 

application for this welcomed grant.  

Growing with Gordon! 
 

Paul writing in Philippians said this:  I thank my God every 

time I remember you.  In my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who 

began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 

the day of Christ Jesus. 

 

Three years plus ago I began my journey at St. Philip’s.  It 

has been a great journey and I’m thankful to all of you for 

the way you have blessed my life and shared your lives 

with me.  It has been a great gift for me and I’m grateful. 

 

I’m grateful for being able to work with wonderful youth 

in confirmation.  They are bright lights in a world that is 

often dark and hard to understand.  I am also thankful for 

being able to work with some of the greatest leaders ever.  

Thank you for the gift you are to our students and their 

growth as faithful disciples. 

 

Thank you to the great staff at St. Philips.  What a gift each 

of you are to my life as we have shared ministry together.  

Watch out for those post it notes! 

 

Thank you for welcoming me as one of your pastors and 

for welcoming Linda as well.  We don’t always get to 

worship together and so it has been good when have 

worshipped here with you. 

 

I’m remembering the lady who was buried with a fork in 

her hand.  She was thinking of the great pie that was going 

to be served at the end of the meal.  When asked why she 

did that, she said the best is yet to come.  I’m thankful 

because I know the best is yet to come for St. Philip’s and 

your ministry to Hastings and the world. 

 

May the Lord be with you as your journey forward in 

faith! 

 

Gordon Gathright 

 

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - October 2, St. Philip’s 

will celebrate the confirmation class 

of 2016. These 10th graders have 

studied hard the past 3 years, 

working their way through Luther’s 

Small Catechism, learning about the 

Bible, and learning about their place 

in our church family. The 

confirmation blessing will be during the 10:30 am worship 

service.  
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Teen Talk  
 

- TIM Team - 
 

“Steph, I want a group where we can help do stuff, learn new 

stuff, and maybe rock climb sometimes.”  
 

We can do that! 
 

TIM Team is an acronym for Teens in Ministry. Around 

the ELCA and beyond, TIM Teams are youth groups with 

leadership skills. Some are loosely held together and the 

term is applied to any youth-aged person in a church. 

Other times, a TIM Team participant is by invitation only, 

and only allowed the title after extensive training.  
 

What would St. Philip’s TIM Team look like?  
 

As in all things in youth ministry, I look to the kids 

themselves and see what they want to be. This fall, we’ll 

be exploring the TIM Team option. What would our TIM 

Team look like? What would they like to do? Where 

would they like to go? What would they like to learn?  
 

If you have an idea about a future ‘TIM Team’, let me 

know!  
 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

Sunday School Minute 
 

It’s that time again! Sunday school starts September 18. 

We are still in need of a few loving Christian ‘soldiers’ to 

teach our young ones Sunday mornings (at this moment—

we need 4 more adults and 4 youth). The curriculum is 

set, classrooms are forming, and everything is ready for 

our teachers to jump into meaningful mornings.  If you 

have any questions contact Stephanie Becken (437-6541) 

or email:  stephanieb@splchastings.org.  

 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS - September 4 

Calling all students - whether it’s 

preschool, elementary, middle, high, 

or college - bring on the backpacks. 

During worship, all students will be 

invited up to share a special blessing. 

Being a student is a big deal - 

education and knowledge can lead 

to better understanding of our 

world and how to work for change. The congregation is 

encouraged to pray for all of our students already started 

and soon to head back for classes. 

RALLY DAY!  Jump with us! As we celebrate the start 

of the programming year, plan on 

being at St. Philip’s during the 

education hour (9:30-10:25 am).  

Sunday School-aged children will 

be able to make their nametags 

(Sunday School starts September 

18). Everyone will be invited to 

share treats, write letters to 

service men and women, and bounce in a super sweet 

bounce/activity station—so remember to wear or bring 

socks! 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER TRAINING  

September 15 and 16 6:30-7:30 (pick one and RSVP) 

Are you a Sunday School teacher? A substitute? A youth 

who is helping out this year? Someone who enjoys 

working with children and youth? This training is for you! 

We will go over safety protocols, curriculum, and 

classroom plans. This will be a time to gather supplies, 

learn about your classroom, and make any special 

requests. If you have not had a background check done at 

St. Philip’s in the last 3 years, please plan on filling out a 

background check form (will include social security #, date 

of birth, etc). Please contact Stephanie Becken with which 

time works better for you to attend. 

 

 

CONFIRMATION STARTS SEPTEMBER 7. 

Students will be in class from 6:30-7:30 pm. Parents are 

always invited to join their students in class. Want to help 

with confirmation? Would you be willing to bring in a meal 

for youth once in a while? Let Stephanie Becken know.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION WORKSHOP AND DINNER 

October 1 at 3:00-7:00 pm (Dinner at 5:00 pm) 

Confirmands, please be at St. Philip’s at 3:00 pm Saturday, 

October 1. We will enjoy the afternoon with games, 

photos, and also go over the program for Sunday morning. 

Families are invited to join their confirmands for dinner at 

5:00 pm. Please RSVP to Stephanie Becken on expected 

numbers for the meal. 

 

 

FAMILIES OF CURRENT 9th GRADERS - In SPLC 

tradition, the families of the 9th grade confirmation 

students prepare and serve the confirmation dinner. This 

year’s dinner is October 1. The families of the 9th grade 

class will be responsible for coordinating and serving this 

year’s meal. If you would like to help coordinate this 

effort, please contact Stephanie Becken as soon as 

possible (stephanieb@splchastings.org or 651-437-6541).  

mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
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Early in August we 

closed the books on 

July financials.  The 

Finance Team is 

happy to report the 

following details: 

 

 

 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 7/31/16 
  

 Actual Budget  Actual  

Year to Date:   July 2016 July 2016 July 2015 

Income:    $304,394 $308,060 $297,290 

Expenses:   $275,550 $312,450 $260,755 

Over/(short):    $28,844     ($4,390)  $36,535 
 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 

 $95,370 $105,000 $106,620 

  

What happens with the offerings that are received each 

week?  Here are a few highlights from the month of July. 
  

 Pastor made visits to three members’ homes 

 Studying/prepping/writing took eight to ten hours 

each for the two sermons given 

 83 students attended VBS with about 35 youth and 

adult volunteers leading the fun-filled, awesome event 

 Family Camp brought 30 people of all ages together 

for an inspirational week of outdoor activities 

 The July statement totaled $1,835.97 for monthly 

electrical usage at the church 

  
Many thanks for your continued support in the ministry of 

St. Philip’s! 

 

 

HEY STUDENTS! Are you playing a sport? Do you 

perform with a group? Are 

you in a school play? Let 

Pastor Geier know! 

 

Pastor Geier would love the 

opportunity to see you and support you in all of your 

various endeavors, not just for the time your paths cross 

at worship and confirmation. He wants to get to know and 

appreciate the whole you. 

If you let him know your 

schedules, he will do his 

very best to make to at 

least one event to cheer 

you on!  You can drop off your schedule at the office or 

email him at pastorgeier@splchastings.org. 

 

 

 

SINCE YOU ASKED. . .     

Gordon is leaving. What are we going to do now?  

 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church has been blessed with 

Gordon Gathright’s many gifts for ministry over the last 

three years and the reality is that he will be missed by 

everyone in that he will no longer be serving God as part 

of our staff. However, Gordon will continue serving God 

in both his chaplaincy and counseling ministries. He will no 

doubt also continue to be a vital and vibrant part of the 

Hastings community.  

 

Our church council and Human Resources Ministry Team 

will be looking at options that will best fill the void created 

by Gordon’s departure. Together we will look at short-

term changes to make sure that all of our ministry needs 

are covered. We will also be looking at long-term 

possibilities to determine what will best suit our needs as 

we look toward the future.   

 

We will still make sure that our nursing home and home-

bound and hospitalized members are visited and receive 

pastoral care. We have many caring and qualified adults 

who will ensure that our confirmation program continues 

to nurture our teens in their faith journey.  

 

St. Philip’s will continue to be a community of faith where 

everyone may experience Christ’s love and grow closer to 

God and their neighbors. If you have thoughts or ideas 

how we might best meet the spiritual needs of our 

members and community, please talk with one of our 

council members or Pastor Geier.  

 

Thanks for asking! 

 

 

PIE AND ICE CREAM EVENT at Historic LeDuc 

enjoyed big Success for LSS of MN. August 14 was the 

date for St. Philip's annual offering of homemade pies and 

ice cream at the outdoor concert held behind Historic 

Leduc.  $876 in proceeds was gathered in from the sales 

of pie, ice cream, brownies, floats, sodas and coffee.   The 

proceeds from this event historically help St. Philip's in its 

support of Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota. LSS is for 

all people with programs expanding many areas of human 

need.  
 

Thanks to people who made the 38 pies, the 3 pans of 

brownies and who came to set up and work the event. 

The lines of guests kept forming throughout the event 

starting at 6 pm and ending at 8 pm.  A number of people 

made cash and product donations which greatly buoyed its 

outcome.  Warmest thanks to all who participated in any 

way.  

 

mailto:pastorgeier@splchastings.org
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ST. PHILIP’S WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS   

St. Philip's is pleased to announce the receiving of new 

members, LANCE AND 

LOIS TWEDT during the 

July 10 worship service. 
 

The Twedts moved to 

Hastings in 1977, now reside 

in Inver Grove Heights.  Both 

Lance and Lois were 

professional teachers in the 

South Washington County 

school district. Lance also 

served as a school principal 

in the St. Paul School system.  

Both are now retired from their careers in education.  

Since retirement, Lance has become a real estate agent for 

Midwest  Realty of Hastings and Lois is a substitute 

teacher in the South Washington County school system. 

The Twedts have two sons who were baptized at St. 

Philip's and three grandchildren.   
 

Hobbies and spare time activity for the Twedts include 

golf and babysitting their grandchildren along with fly 

fishing for Lance. Travel is a part of the Twedts flexible 

schedule which includes two months in Fort Myers, 

Florida during February and March. 
 

Lance and Lois' comments about St. Philip's  being their 

choice for membership includes the warm, friendly and 

sincere welcome they have experienced with its 

membership.  Welcome Lance and Lois! Darla Kimmes is 

the sponsor for the Twedts as they become acquainted 

with St. Philip's.   

 

JIM AND JEANNE 

COWEE have lived in 

Hastings for two years 

having moved here from 

Williston, North 

Dakota.  Their reason 

for the move is to live 

closer to their son and 

granddaughter.  
 

Upon their move to 

Hastings, the Cowees 

were encouraged to 

visit St. Philip's by their 

realtor Gerri Lundby.  That history began in October of 

2015 and since then have maintained regular attendance 

and eventually became members in July. It's also 

noteworthy that Jim and Jeanne have engaged in 

volunteering for a number of tasks at St. Philip's before 

joining which included the garage sale in June and more 

recently the pie and ice cream event at the LeDuc.  

Jim's business career in Williston was first with the 

enterprise of oil drilling. As that subsided, Jim went into 

business for himself as a Service Master franchise owner.   

Jim and Jeanne now live the flexible schedule of retirees.  

St. Philip's is pleased to welcome the Cowees into its 

membership and all that goes along with being a part of a 

family of believers.  Gerri Lundy is the Cowee's sponsor.  

Welcome Jeanne and Jim! 

 

 

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS FROM LUTHERAN 

SOCIAL SERVICE OF MN  

 Ground Breaking for a Center for Changing Lives on 

main street, Duluth.  It will open debt free, and will 

have short and long term housing for homeless youth, 

plus a clinic for mental and physical issues. This is an 

extraordinary accomplishment and is greatly needed. 
 

 6th Annual Children's Clothing Store, at the LSS 

Center, October 8. Churches are asked to help stock 

the store designed for needy families who need help in 

clothing their children. Gently used clothing for ages 0 

through high school is being requested plus new 

underwear packages for the same age groups. Glenda 

Schnirring is prepared to coordinate the delivery of 

any items people wish to donate and/or work the sale 

October 7 or 8. (One or two items that you may have 

for these ages is all I'm asking) My thoughts are let's 

give this effort a hand.  
 

 2016 LSS Gala will be held September 17, at the 

Marriott City Center, Minneapolis. This is a great 

evening of entertainment, LSS highlights, and a Fund 

the Need Auction. See Glenda Schnirring if you'd like 

to be at the St. Philip's table or you can email her at 

gleners@embarqmail.com.   

 

 

FAREWELL TO PASTOR GORDON - On Sunday, 

September 4 St. Philip's will thank Gordon Gathright for 

his three years of loving service to our congregation.  Join 

us in celebrating his ministry with a reception after the 

9:30 am service.  Cards of thanks can be left at the 

welcome center on Sundays leading up to and including 

September 4. 

 

 

KITCHEN CLEANING 

Wednesday, September 21 at 9:00 

am.  Come help clean the kitchen and 

kitchenette area at church.  After all 

the hard work let’s take a break and 

share lunch together.  Bring a dish to 

pass.  Any questions?  Contact 

Vonnie Olson at 437-6359. 
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FAITH AND POLITICS: Come Join the 

Conversation! 

Starting Sunday, September 18 

at 9:40 am Pastor Geier will 

be facilitating five sessions 

addressing how our faith 

impacts the way we view 

government and the political 

process. This is not about 

being a Republican or Democrat but rather about the 

relationship between being a Christian and being a citizen. 

So regardless of where you find yourself on the political 

spectrum this is for you! Here is our schedule: 

 

September 18 - Session 1: 

  A Spectrum of Perspectives  

September 25 - Session 2:  

  Insights from Old Testament Characters  

October 2 - Session 3:  

Insights from New Testament Characters  

October 9 - Session 4:  

 Biblical Principals Regarding the Relationship between 

Christianity and Politics  

October 16 – Session 5 

Bringing it All Together 
  

So whether you can make it to all five sessions or only for 

one session know that our time will be better because you 

are a part of it. We’ll see you there! 

 

       

JOIN THE 500 CARD CLUB which 

meets on the second Saturday of the 

month (September-May, excluding 

December) at 6:30 pm. Couples and 

singles are welcome.  Questions? call 

Pat Kohn at 651-428-6065.  Sign up on 

the kiosk. 
 

 

SHARE YOUR GARDEN BOUNTY - It's time to be 

proud of your produce!  We have 

started sharing garden goodies.  

You can donate or accept the 

bounty from your St. Philip's 

friends. All fruits and veggies are 

welcome.  Stop at the table in the 

narthex on Sundays.  Feel free to bring and/or take.  

Check it out each week. 

HELP NEEDED.  Please sign up on kiosk or call the office 

if you can help man the Share Your Bounty table any 

Sunday before and/or after services. 

SCENES OF SUNDAY 
 

 

A recent 

St. Philip's 

member, 

Keegan 

Retterath, 

celebrates his 

Baptism by 

Pastor Geier 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Hazel, one of St. Philip's 

newer members found a new 

way to support her interest 

in walking.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

"LIVING EACH DAY A STEWARD", a motto of 

good living.  First of all, thank you for 

the tasks you do, your expressions of 

caring, your prayers, and monetary 

giving.  It is all realized and greatly 

appreciated.  The impact of St. Philips' 

belief-motivated ministries are 

accomplished because of you.    
 

St. Philip's stewardship team is proud 

to planning a meaningful look at our daily practices of 

yielding our time, our skills and talents, and monetary 

resources to the work of God's kingdom here on earth.   
 

The theme "Living Each Day a Steward" will give emphasis 

to a believer's response to the awareness of God's 

constant presence in their lives.  
 

Each St. Philip's committee will be asked to express the 

work of their team as a centerpiece on the tables of a 

congregational pancake breakfast. The celebrative pancake 

breakfast will be enjoyed on "Response Sunday" which will 

happen between the services on November 20. 
 

The stewardship team of St. Philip's is made up of Al 

Todnem, Connie Ball, Gerri Lundby, LuAnn Rechtzigel, 

Ron Wegener and Chair, Glenda Schnirring. Pastor Geier 

is the team's spiritual advisor.   
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THEOLOGY OF ENOUGH! 

by Pastor Linda Rozumalski 

 

"And God is able to 

provide you with 

every blessing in 

abundance, so that by 

always having enough 

of everything, you 

may share 

abundantly in every 

good work." 

   2 Corinthians 9:8  

 

I heard a new term the other day -- the "theology of 

enough."  We've heard of scarcity thinking and abundance 

thinking, and that God is all about abundance ~ "I have 

come that you may have life and have it abundantly." (John 

10:10) Indeed, abundant, abundantly and abundance are 

mentioned 146 times in the Bible ~ an abundant number 

of times! But I've been considering this idea of the 

"theology of enough." God has blessed us with enough. 

The practice of this theology goes against the ideology 

(and idolatry) of consumerism and consumption. It goes 

against the competitive spirit of acquisition. It frustrates 

the false glory of self-importance (I am what I own, what I 

control).  To declare “Enough” seems radical. 

 

Actually, I have a hard time coming to terms with it.  For 

starters, I'm a collector by nature and Enough is a difficult 

concept for collectors. I have stones that I think are 

pretty, lots of them, tucked here and there...and 

interesting coins. I have enough boxes for any occasion, 

but it's still hard to let a new size or shape go into the 

recycling bin. (We've moved more than enough times -- I 

value sturdy boxes!) I have an abundance of stuff -- well 

past the Enough mark -- actually too much to keep track 

of and organize and utilize and clean and value properly. 

 

But the theology of enough isn't about feeling guilty and 

overburdened -- that's just the point.  It is to recognize 

the blessing of having Enough.  I have enough people in my 

life who love and care for me (therefore I don't need to 

struggle with problems or loneliness on my own).  I have 

enough material goods to be able to share and enough to 

keep (and in sharing could better appreciate the value of 

what I choose to keep). I have enough time to spend some 

of it on others in fellowship and affection (which would 

bring me out of my self-centered tendencies and help me 

actually see others). 

 

I have enough to do, enough to contribute, enough to be 

content. And the glory of life, I think, is found in being 

content, at peace, appreciative, attentive, observant. 

 

"[God's] grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 

weakness." (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

 

God's grace is enough. It is sufficient. It will last. And, 

though there is most certainly an abundance of grace, in 

that symbiotic relationship, we are blessed to be a blessing 

-- to share -- to bear the burdens of one another -- to 

count the cost of our abundance. 

 

Proof of blessing is not abundance. Perhaps the proof of 

blessing is the grace and humility and radical self-limitation 

of declaring Enough.  

  

Pastor Rozumalski is an ELCA pastor serving West Denmark 

Lutheran Church in Luck, Wisconsin.  

 

 

VIA De CRISTO RETREAT - Is the time right to grow 

and reflect on God's love and grace?  Via De Cristo ("The 

Way of Christ") is a retreat geared to adults who are 

looking for that extra something to renew oneself, refill 

oneself, and grow what we already have claimed: God's 

over-whelming love for us!  

 

By spending our 3 days in retreat at our host church we'll 

experience the boat load of food-for-thought and 

reflection that comes from sharing fellowship, music, fun, 

storytelling and learning.  Adults from all of life's varied 

journeys are welcomed!  We will eat (special diets 

accommodated) and sleep (cots provided) at the host 

church. 

 

A weekend for men to share in the retreat experience is 

scheduled for Thursday night September 22 thru Sunday 

afternoon September 25 at St. Steven's Lutheran Church 

in West St. Paul.   Women will have their turn to 

experience the retreat Thursday night September 29 thru 

Sunday afternoon October 2 at St. Stevens.  (P.S.  Rumor 

reports that a few St. Philip's volunteers will be sighted in 

assistance with this September weekend :)  !  ) 

 

More detailed information is available on a St. Philip's 

hallway bulletin board, by contacting Paul/Carol Hellen 

(437-1702), or by visiting with any member who has 

previously attended a VDC weekend.  I'm SURE you'll 

enjoy and value your weekend retreat experience. 

Together in Christ's grace! 
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FALL INTO GREAT MUSIC AT ST. PHILIP’S 
 

Come and Sing! 
 

Sanctuary Choir rehearsals have begun on 

Tuesday evenings at 7:10 pm.  Adult and high 

school singers are welcome to join this group 

of singers! More voices are always needed to 

fill up the space in our beautiful worship 

space. All are welcome.  Not sure?  Come to 

a rehearsal and check it out!   

 

Children, Come and Sing! 
 

The Children’s Choir Fall Gathering 

and first rehearsal for children in 

grades 2 through 7 will be held on 

Wednesday, September 7 at 5:15 pm.  

We will sing and eat pizza!  Parents 

may pick up their singers at about 

6:20 pm.  Registration forms are available on the music 

bulletin board for those who did not receive a form via 

email. Please call director Ellen Diischer (home 480-2106, 

cell 470-6160) for more information or if you need a ride 

to or from the gathering.  Come and get those M&M’s!  

(Because you will be a Minister of Music!) 

 

Children in preschool, kindergarten, 

and in grade 1 are invited to join 

the Cherub Choir.  The first 

rehearsal for this choir will be held 

on Wednesday, September 7 at 5:15 pm.   Director Rene 

Lind is waiting to greet all of the singers!  Registration 

forms may be filled out at the first rehearsal.   

 

Come and Ring! 
 

The Handbell Ministry at St. Philip’s 

will begin a new season in 

September.  

 

Adult Handbells will begin regular rehearsals on Monday, 

September 12 at 7:30 pm.  Ringers in this choir are adults 

(with and without previous ringing experience) and high 

school students (by invitation or audition).  Please contact 

Ellen Diischer if you are a new ringer and would like to be 

part of this group.  
 

Youth Chime/Handbell Choir will begin rehearsals in 

September. Ringers in this choir are youth in grades 3-8 

who have some or no previous ringing experience.  New 

ringers are welcome to Come and Ring!” Please contact 

director Ellen Diischer if you are interested in being part 

of this great group of kids. A rehearsal time will be 

determined by survey of the ringers, so please let Ellen 

know ASAP if you would like to be a part of this group.   

WELCA ACTIVITIES STARTING THIS FALL –  

 Bible Study will begin Thursday, September 8.  

Meetings are held the second Thursday of the 

month September-May starting at 9:30 am.  Coffee 

is served first and then will continue with the bible 

study.   
 

We will again be using the magazine Gather as the 

guide for our Bible Study.  In the fall it is a three 

session study on “When God’s Not Fair: Coming 

To Terms With a Merciful God.”  December 

study will be around the theme of Advent waiting.  

The Winter/Spring 2017 will be a Reformation 

Bible Study.  Extra copies of the Gather magazine 

are in the WELCA box by the office. 
 

 Lefse making dates will be coming (probably in 

October and November). 
 

 Soup Lunch/Bake Sale is Saturday, November 19. 
 

 July 13-16, 2017 WELCA Tenth Triennial 

Gathering in Minneapolis.  The theme is “All 

Anew.” 

   

 

SAVE THE DATE!  APRIL 30, 2017- ST. PHILIP'S 

50TH YEAR!   The church 

council voted to have St. Philips' 

50th Anniversary observance take 

place on Sunday April 30, 2017.  

Additional events may become 

part of the celebration. Share this 

date with people whom you know 

would like to attend. Save the 

Date notices will also be sent. 

 

The anniversary committee is made up of representatives 

from St. Philips' working committees. They are: Worship 

& Music - Becky Raimann with Lori Best as an alternate; 

Caring Ministries - Patty Todnem; Finance - Judy Hansen; 

Inviting Ministries: Darla Kimmes, Marita Legreid, Pam 

Hoffman and Margaret Goderstad; Communications, 

Marketing and Technology:  Rick Carlson and Paul 

Munger. Glenda Schnirring will be the committee's chair.  

 

The committee will be formulating plans for promotion, 

building readiness and enhancements, worship service 

detail and a noon meal.  Correspondence to former staff 

and members and the creation of an anniversary theme 

with logo.  Sub committees will be formed to work out 

the details of each area.  Live in anticipation of a grand 

"birthday party".  
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  ST. PHILIP’S ADULT FORUM PROGRAMS COORDINATOR/LEADER 

September 4 Labor Day – No Adult Forum  

September 11 
Rally Day – Writing letters to service families in the 

foyer (ALL ages welcome) 
Adult Spiritual Growth Committee  

September 18 

1st Day of Sunday School –  

Faith and Politics Session 1:  A Spectrum of 

Perspectives 

Pastor Geier 

September 25 
Faith and Politics Session 2:  Insights from Old 

Testament Characters 
Pastor Geier 

October 2 
Confirmation – Faith and Politics Session 3:  Insights 

from New Testament Characters 
Pastor Geier 

October 9 

Faith and Politics Session 4: Biblical Principals 

Regarding the Relationship between Christianity and 

Politics   

Pastor Geier 

October 16 
Faith and Politics Session 5: Summary, Wrap-up, Final 

Thoughts  
Pastor Geier 

October 23 MEA Weekend – NO Adult Forum  

October 30 
My Neighbor is a Muslim Session 1: A short history of 

Islam and the Five Pillars of Islam 
Jennie Orr Thomas 

November  6 
My Neighbor is a Muslim Session 2:  What Muslims 

Believe about God, Jesus, and Christianity 
Jennie Orr Thomas 

November 13 

My Neighbor is a Muslim Session 3:  Who is My 

Neighbor? Islam, Christianity and Money / Material 

Possessions 

Jennie Orr Thomas 

November 20 
My Neighbor is a Muslim Session 4:  What is Jihad? Sin, 

Salvation and Politics in Christianity and Islam  
Jennie Orr Thomas 

November 27  Thanksgiving – NO Adult Forum  

December 4 
Harvest festivals around the world in different 

cultures: Giving thanks multi-culturally  
Chuck Clanton 

December 11 
Children’s Christmas Program – Stump the Pastor on 

Christmas, A Question and Answer session 
Pastor Geier 

December 18 Christmas – NO Adult Forum  

December 25 
Christmas Day – No Adult Forum 

 
 

January 1  New Year’s Day – NO Adult Forum  

January 8 
Holy Land/Israel Trip 1:  Survey on physical and 

cultural geography of Old and New Testament lands 
Dan Retka 

January 15 Holy Land/Israel Trip 2:  The Sea of Galilee  Sue Retka 

January 22 

Holy Land/Israel Trip 3:  Ein Gedi – An oasis and a 

nature reserve in Israel located west of the Dead Sea, 

near Masada and the Qumran Caves 

Becky and Jay Raimann 

January 29 Summer Camp Sunday   

FALL SCHEDULE OF ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH FORUMS 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 – JANUARY 29, 2017 

9:40 - 10:20 am 
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Lutheran Night  

at the Twins 



ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate 

   pastorgordon@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Stephen Hilding, Praise Music Worship Leader 

 stephenh@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

 
* Cover Photo by Barret Klocow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

Sunday, September 4 at 9:30 am 

Two services begin on September 11 

8:30 and 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:35-10:25 am 

Adult Forum 9:40-10:20 am 

Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  
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